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This book represents the published proceedings of a symposium held at the Veterinary School of the University of Cambridge in April, 1964 . Since there are 55 chapters, one cannot take space even to name all of them, but the contents are grouped under 7 main themes: Comparative Dermatology, which includes an excellent philosophical opener and chapters on the incidence of various cutaneous diseases in man and other animals; Hair, which deals with growth and replacement ; ATutrition; Povphyria and L&ht Sensitixation; The Mast Cell; Immunology, which includes reactions to food, drugs, insects; and Tumors, which includes data on normal skin. These chapters provide a good survey of knowledge in their respective fields, and are supported by useful reference lists. These lists have not in all chapters been edited as they should have been, e.g., one finds (pp. 81 and 82) foreign titles translated into English ; something which will make them needlessly difficult of access for the reader who does not realize that they are not English papers. While German or Italian titles which could have been printed in the original are thus rendered into English, Russian ones, which need to be either translated or transliterated (to avoid Cyrillic typography) are for some incomprehensible reason translated into French (p. 229).
There are so many recently-published books entitled "Comparative. . . " that I am no longer sure what this word means. In but few of the chapters of this book does one find actual comparisons, such as in the one on congenital porphyria, where WITH writes on "Comparison Between Porphyria in Man, Pigs and Cattle." In most chapters, the authors hew closely to their own line, leaving the reader to find and coordinate the knowledge from related chapters as best he can. This fulfills the prophecy at the beginning of the book (p. 3) that ". . .the type of interdisciplinary cooperation we wish to practice here. . . presents inherent difficulties. . ." and shows that the authors of the various chapters indeed each have their "own different preoccupations." It is no doubt easier to be comparative when dealing with a single disease, than when dealing with a whole organ system; however, the editors could have done more, as have those of other recent "Comparative'' books, to pull things together so that they are actually compared.
The numerous photomicrographs are mostly of good to excellent quality, but it is a pity that the editors did not reject certain photographs (see pp. 466,473, 470) which mar an otherwise well-produced book. It is refreshing to find among the illustrations the portraits, accompanied by thumbnail biographies, of 4 men whose studies on the mast cell are of lasting historical importance: PAUL EHRLICH, ERIC JORPES, ALEXANDER MAXIMOW and SIR HENRY DALE.
For those not particularly interested in the comparative approach, but looking only for a reference book on certain aspects of dermal pathology, this book can be recommended. It is scholarly, well documented, and even the authors from non-English speaking countries write English with fluency and sometimes elegance ! L. Z. SAUNDERS
